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tinuous development of mind in successive genera-
tions. Doubtless, if such a continuous series of
outward forms had been found, we might have been
disposed to think that of mind too there had been an
analogous gradual development. But it is notorious
that no such series as that supposed exists. Any
remains of man belong only to the very newest
geological series, and we do not find remains of
earlier creatures whose forms lead continuously, or
anything like continuously, up to him. We know
that a certain amount of variation in the form of an
animal, which has a tendency to be perpetuated, at
any rate for a generation or two, may be artificially
produced by attention to breeding, and we know also
that a change to some extent may be made by a slow
continuous alteration of the conditions of the environ-
ment. We know that a succession of allied forms of
animals may be traced in successive geological strata.
But that is pretty nearly all; the rest can be but
scientific conjecture. The evidence appears to be
utterly insufficient to establish, on scientific grounds,
the derivation of man by continuous natural trans-
mutation from some different form of living thing.

And as to a continuous development of mind
leading up to the mind of man, of direct evidence
we seem to have absolutely none. The theory of
evolution is rather weighted with the necessity for
supposing that there must have been such a thing